The Call to Repentance

Introduction:

Statements About Biblical Repentance:

1. Biblical repentance is the decision to turn from sin to avoid, or bring to an end, God’s temporal judgment. (Therefore, it is in no way a condition for eternal life)

2. Both saved and unsaved may be called upon to repent. That repentance will result in avoidance or termination of God’s temporal judgment.

a. With the saved, repentance will also bring forgiveness of the sin in question and fellowship with God.
b. With the unsaved, repentance will not bring forgiveness and/or fellowship with God.
I.  Nineveh
A. Jonah’s Call

“Arise, go to ﻿﻿Nineveh, that ﻿﻿great city, and cry out against it; for ﻿﻿their wickedness has come up before Me”
 B. Jonah’s message

“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 

C. The Result - “they repented”
“Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink water. ﻿But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, ﻿﻿let everyone turn from his evil way and from ﻿﻿the violence that is in his hands. ﻿Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish?”
Notice: 

1. God accepted their repentance and did not “overthrow” Nineveh.

2. There is no indication that these people became proselytes of Judaism or “saved”.
3. Less than 100 years later Nahum gave a similar message, they failed to repent and the punishment was carried out.

4. Salvation was not included in Jonah’s message. (as far as we know).
Don’t expect to see these people in heaven. Repentance does not bring in eternal life. Nor is it a condition for eternal life.

II. Israel  
A. John the Baptist’s Call - Zacharias’ prophecy on John
Luke 1:76
“And you, child, will be called the ﻿﻿prophet of the Highest; For ﻿﻿you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, to give ﻿﻿knowledge of salvation to His people”.
     

 
B. John’s Message - Matthew 3:3
“Repent, for ﻿﻿the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

Paul’s summary of John Baptist’s ministry is Acts 19:4 ﻿
“Then Paul said, ﻿﻿“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 
C. The Result - Matthew 3:5-6
1. The People Went Out
﻿﻿﻿“Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to Him, ﻿and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins”
2. The Pharisees Went Out – v. 7
“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ﻿﻿“Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from ﻿﻿the wrath to come? ﻿Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 

He didn’t believe that their repentance was real. Suppose it had been!
3. The Fruit of Repentance
a. two tunics
b. food
c. tax collectors
d. soldiers 

4. The Promise of Salvation - Through the “one coming after me”

John Didn’t Offer Salvation,
He Offered Preparation!
It’s One Thing to Say: Repentance facilitates faith in Christ for eternal life.

It’s Another Thing to Say: Repentance is a requirement for eternal life.
The Bible teaches the former – It does not teach the latter.
5. The Judgment Predicted

﻿﻿
Matthew 3:11-12

“He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit ﻿﻿and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will ﻿﻿burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

Fire is not good – it is bad. He will burn up the chaff.
That is the judgment that is just ahead for the nation Israel.
6. Judgment Specified

Matthew 24:1-2

“Then ﻿﻿Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, ﻿﻿not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down”.
Jerusalem, the capital of the nation Israel have rejected God’s prophets and His word for most of their history, but especially for the last 400 years. Now they are about to reject and crucify His Son on a cross just outside the gates of Jerusalem.

Since the nation has officially rejected the Messiah, this message is to the individuals. Whoever repents will be spared this temporal, physical judgment. 

In addition, if he believes on Jesus, he will have eternal life and will be spared the eternal judgment of hell.

III. Jesus’ Pronouncement in Luke 13:3
Luke 13:3-5 

“There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had ﻿﻿mingled with their sacrifices. ﻿And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. “Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish”.
Conclusion:
